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hostile town, or the lonely keep of some feudal castle. His restless energy is marvellous, and nothing can conquer his inveterate optimism. In the midst of the most serious State difficulties, he goes forth with the heart of a boy to enjoy his favourite pastime of the chase, the passion of his life which he cannot speak of without enthusiasm. He alludes to his exploits in his letters to his daughter, in whom he finds a kindred spirit. Always a dreamer, he has the knack of finding some high and noble motive for anything which delights him. Thus in his book on hunting, written for the benefit of his grandsons and descendants, he writes :
" Always rejoice in the great pleasure of hunting, for thy recreation and health, also for the comfort of thy subjects ; because through hunting you become better known both to poor and rich. . . .
" The rich as well as the poor have daily access to you while you are engaged in hunting and so can complain of their needs and present them to you—and you can. hear their complaints with pleasure, for during the enjoyment of the hunt you can listen to the petitions of the poor. To this end, I would always have you take your secretary and some counsellors with you when you go a-hunting, so that you maybe ready to give satisfaction to the common man, when he approaches and comes near to see you—a thing you can do better on a hunting trip than in houses. . . ..
" In order to lose no time, you must never fail to do this except when the falcons fly or the hounds run."minions; from a busy seaport, an ancient elfcy, a country village, a tent encamped before some                          companies of German
